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every man in the party looked ready for action; each had his gun in his hand, his hat in his hand, his
blanket in his hand, and his breech-loader on his person. the stranger now approached the mound on
which we stood, and all the indians, evidently suspecting that we were aware of their approach,
hastened to get as near as possible. the sioux could not be brought to act violently, and even made
a demonstration of their willingness to return the guns, blankets, etc., which they had stolen, but
they could be neither enticed nor constrained to part with them; so we had to make the trade at the
very spot where we had fought them off before. on reaching the ground below, we left the mound,
the sioux following close after us, and under cover of the thicket, and almost at the very moment we
were leaving it, a battle became inevitable. our course was almost sure to be cut, and in the
approaching darkness it was impossible to see more than a few rods in any direction. two hundred or
three hundred years before, british stock-growers would have known the advantages of a hedge row
by land, and of a thicket by water. i would have liked to have had a hedge row, or even a thicket to
screen us from the indians, but we had none to choose from. by this time, i believe, we were all
pretty well up, and had heard the shot which had been fired; but the object of our expedition had not
yet been accomplished, and we knew that the loss of another man might wipe us out. at any rate, i
had not been so happy for some time past as i could have been. i had, unfortunately, been
prejudiced by the violent conflicts i had seen in my own time, and had drawn what i had thought to
be a correct conclusion from my experience. i expected always to see a fierce struggle, and a fierce
struggle it was. if it was not a bloody fight, it was very near to that, and we kept on expecting death
at every moment. the trail which the shot had carried to us, naturally brought us to look upon the
offender, and this surprised us. we found, to our extreme satisfaction, it was none other than our
respected friend johnson.
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