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appeals court on Monday upheld President Donald Trump's controversial
ban on transgender people from serving in the military, handing a major
victory to the White House and the Department of Defense. The third US

Circuit Court of Appeals in Philadelphia issued its ruling, affirming a
lower court's decision that the ban is consistent with the federal law

that governs national security decisions, and that transgender people
do not meet that definition of a national security threat. "The order here

is a lawful one -- a measured exercise of presidential authority," said
Judge A. Raymond Randolph, the president of the three-judge panel.

"Accordingly, the order is neither arbitrary nor capricious." The ruling is
a major victory for the Trump administration, a solid position from which

to defend the sweeping policy that has been a political lightning rod
since Trump announced the ban in a series of tweets last summer. In

December, the US Military Court of Appeals ruled that the
administration could not implement the ban on transgender people
while the legal challenge was pending. But six days later, in the first

action taken against the policy, the Pentagon ordered it stopped and left
the door open to a return to the previous policy -- one that explicitly
allowed transgender people to serve in the military if they "met the

medical and readiness standards" for their gender. The decision from
the Philadelphia-based three-judge panel keeps the door open for

transgender service members to continue serving in the military. The
Justice Department had no comment. "We believe we met the legal
standard," said Navy Secretary Richard Spencer in a statement on
Monday. "We will stand ready to implement the current policy if

necessary, but until the order has been stayed by the Supreme Court,
we will continue to comply with our policy and not review the policy to

determine current readiness." The ruling comes after the Supreme
Court last week heard arguments in a separate transgender rights case
-- one that could decide whether a federal government, in this case the

Trump administration, can bar transgender people from using restrooms
in accordance with their gender identity. That Supreme Court case will
be heard by a full bench of justices when it is taken up in the fall. The
military case involving the transgender ban and the restroom case are

two separate lawsuits that are on 1cdb36666d
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